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Bury Your Gays by Chuck Tingle: A Deep
Dive into Meta-Horror and Hollywood Satire
For years, the name Chuck Tingle was synonymous with a very specific, surreal corner of the
internet. Known for his "Tinglers"—short, absurdist erotica featuring sentient objects, dinosaurs,
and bizarre conceptual scenarios—Tingle established himself as a cult figure who preached a
sincere message of love amidst the absurdity. However, with the release of Camp Damascus and
now Bury Your Gays, Tingle has successfully pivoted into the realm of traditional horror, proving
that his understanding of dread is just as sharp as his sense of humor. Bury Your Gays is not just a
horror novel; it is a scathing indictment of the Hollywood machine, a critique of algorithmic
storytelling, and a desperate battle cry for queer survival.

This article explores the narrative depths, character dynamics, and thematic richness of Tingle’s
sophomore horror outing. By blending slasher tropes with high-concept science fiction and industry
satire, the book offers a reading experience that is as terrifying as it is thought-provoking.

The Premise: When the Algorithm Demands Blood
The story follows Misha Byrne, a seasoned scriptwriter and director who has spent years grinding in
the Hollywood system. Misha is currently riding the highest wave of his career. He has finally
received his first Academy Award nomination for a live-action short film titled Mouse Den, a
whimsical yet touching story about a tiny florist. Simultaneously, he is the showrunner for a popular
streaming series called Travelers, a sci-fi procedural that echoes the vibes of cult classics like The
X-Files.

However, success in Tingle’s version of Los Angeles comes with a heavy price tag. The conflict
ignites when studio executives, led by the slick and soulless Jack Hays, present Misha with a non-
negotiable demand. They want him to alter the upcoming season finale of Travelers. Specifically,
they want him to kill off the show’s two main female leads just as they are about to consummate



their relationship. The executives argue that killing these characters will drive engagement and
satisfy "The Algorithm," a mysterious, almost deified computational force that dictates creative
decisions based on cold, hard data metrics.

Misha refuses. He recognizes this demand for what it is: the "Bury Your Gays" trope, a tired
narrative cliché where queer characters are denied happy endings and are instead treated as tragic
fodder to further the plot for straight protagonists or to shock the audience. When Misha stands his
ground, the studio threatens to ruin him. But the corporate threat is soon overshadowed by a much
more literal danger. As Misha resists the narrative violence demanded by the studio, the monsters
from his own past horror films begin to manifest in the real world, hunting him and those he loves.

Deconstructing the Trope: Fiction vs. Reality
The title of the book refers to a very real phenomenon in media history. For decades, LGBTQ+
characters in film and television were disproportionately killed off, often immediately after finding
love or acceptance. Tingle takes this literary criticism and weaponizes it, turning the trope into a
literal mechanism of horror. In the world of the novel, the pressure to conform to this trope isn't just
about bad writing; it is a force of nature that feeds on tragedy.

By making the monsters of Misha’s imagination come to life, Tingle blurs the line between the
creator and the creation. Misha is forced to reckon with his own history as a horror writer. Has he
used trauma for entertainment? The creatures that stalk him serve as physical manifestations of the
"scary stories" that marginalized people are often told they are destined to live. The narrative
suggests that if the world constantly tells you that your story ends in tragedy, that expectation
eventually manifests as a physical threat.

The Monsters of Misha’s Mind
A horror novel is only as good as its monsters, and Tingle delivers unique, unsettling creations that
stand out from standard slasher fare. These are not generic ghosts or masked killers; they are
specific, surreal entities drawn from Misha’s filmography.

The Smoker: Perhaps the most terrifying of the bunch, this entity appears as a figure who
asks passersby for a light. It seems like a mundane interaction, but the consequences are
grotesque. If the victim refuses or cannot provide a light, the Smoker hunts them down to
surgically remove their bones, grind them into dust, and smoke them. This creature represents
the inescapable nature of addiction and the consuming power of the industry.
Mrs. Why: A being of terrifying order and logic. She appears human but operates with an
unearthly precision. Mrs. Why forces her victims to confront the "end of everything," opening
their minds to cosmic nihilism until they enter a catatonic trance and waste away. She
embodies the paralysis of over-analysis and the existential dread that art tries to hold at bay.
The Black Lamb: Deceptively innocent in appearance, this creature lures victims in before
splitting open to reveal a consuming void. It plays on the corruption of innocence, a recurring
theme in folk horror.

These monsters are not just obstacles for Misha to overcome; they are symbolic of the different
ways the creative spirit can be crushed. Whether it is being consumed, analyzed to death, or having
one's internal structure harvested for consumption, Misha’s creations are returning to the source to
demand a rewrite.



The Cast: Allies in a City of Wolves
While Misha is the central protagonist, the heart of the novel lies in his relationships. Tingle is
famous for his catchphrase "Love is Real," and he embeds this philosophy into the horror through
Misha’s support system.

Zeke is Misha’s boyfriend, a character who is often described as almost "too good to be true." He
is supportive, kind, and represents a stability that Misha, with his traumatic past and chaotic career,
desperately needs. Zeke’s bisexuality is portrayed matter-of-factly, adding to the spectrum of queer
representation in the book. He acts as the emotional anchor, reminding Misha that there is a life
worth fighting for outside of the studio lot.

Tara Ito, Misha’s best friend, is a standout character. She is an asexual, aromantic database genius
who serves as the brains of the operation. Tara’s inclusion is significant because asexual characters
are rarely given center stage in horror or thriller genres. Her technical skills and logical approach to
the supernatural events provide a necessary counterweight to Misha’s artistic panic. Tara represents
the resilience of chosen family—the people who stick by you when the sky is literally falling.

Satire: The Algorithm as the Ultimate Villain
While the Smoker and Mrs. Why provide the jump scares, the true villain of Bury Your Gays is the
Hollywood system itself. Tingle wrote this book in an era of strikes, where writers and actors
fought against the encroaching use of Artificial Intelligence and the dehumanization of art. This
context is woven into the DNA of the novel.

The studio executives are portrayed not just as greedy, but as zealots for "The Algorithm." In the
book, the Algorithm is practically a sentient entity, a dark god that demands sacrifice in exchange
for viewership numbers. Decisions are no longer made based on artistic merit or human emotion;
they are made based on predictive models of engagement. If the computer says that killing a lesbian
character will increase retention by 3%, the executive orders the death without a second thought.

This satire cuts deep. It exposes the commodification of queer trauma, where studios want the
"credit" for representation but rely on tragedy to drive buzz. Misha’s struggle is the struggle of
every artist trying to maintain their soul in a capitalist marketplace that prefers predictable patterns
over genuine humanity.

Themes of Autonomy and Control
At its core, Bury Your Gays is about who gets to hold the pen. For years, Misha has written stories
where he controls the horrors. Now, he has lost that control. The studio wants to dictate his script;
the monsters want to dictate his life. The journey Misha undergoes is one of reclaiming his narrative
autonomy.

Flashbacks to Misha’s childhood in Montana reveal a history of repression and difficulty,
contrasting his closeted past with his open present. The "Bury Your Gays" trope is presented as a
form of silencing—a way to say that queer people do not get to grow old, do not get to be happy,
and do not get to be the heroes of their own lives. By refusing to write that ending, Misha is fighting
for his own right to exist.



Conclusion: A Meta-Masterpiece
Chuck Tingle has crafted a novel that is simultaneously a fun, campy creature feature and a serious
literary critique. The prose balances the terrifying imagery of bone-stealing monsters with sharp,
witty dialogue that mocks the absurdity of Los Angeles culture. Readers who enjoy meta-narratives
like The Cabin in the Woods or Scream will find themselves at home here.

The book succeeds because it refuses to be cynical about love, even while being deeply cynical
about capitalism. It posits that while the industry may want to bury marginalized voices, those
voices have teeth. Misha Byrne’s story is a testament to the power of saying "no" to the machine,
even when the machine sends monsters to your door. Bury Your Gays is an essential read for horror
fans, offering a fresh, modern take on the genre that is as heartwarming as it is bone-chilling.
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